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reign \vas his second marriage with a Greek princess.
We have seen before that these unions were usually
disastr&us for Bulgaria. Indeed, as a rule, the wives
of the Bulgarian Czars have left an evil record behind
them. But Constantine's Greek consort was the
worst of them all. She made her husband's severe
illness an excuse for seizing supreme power for herself
in the name of her boy Michael By intrigues, more
.worthy of the Byzantine than the rough Bulgarian
Court, she " removed," under the most solemn pro-
testations of affection, all the most dangerous of the
nobles. Meanwhile the empire lay open to the
attacks of the Tartars, who, after overrunning Rou-
mania, had begun to cross the Danube. In this
extremity, with a disabled Czar and a designing
woman on the throne, Bulgaria threw itself into the
arms of a restless adventurer, named Ivajlo, who had
abandoned the profession of a shepherd for the more
congenial one of a brigand. Ivajlo's career reaSs like
a romance. He told the people how the holy saints
had appeared to him in a dream and bade him pre-
pare himself for the great destiny which lay before
him. Numbers flocked to his standard ; his success
over the Tartars brought the whole country to his
side ; Constantine lost his life and his throne, and the
Greek Emperor himself began to fear that another
Simeon or Samuel had arisen. Constantine's crafty
widow became the wife of the conqueror; but a new
pretender of the stock of old Asen, supported by
Byzantine troops, arrived with an army at Trnovo.
The inhabitants, believing that Ivajlo had died in the
act of repelling a fresh Tartar invasion, acknowledged